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- _‘l “TOTUUTEPRA WaS a Key Ngure I the INqUITy leadifig” to — —SECUTITy
o= e 4] these conclusions. As Chief of the Evaluations Division coverur
' . " - 4= 2" of the State Department’s security office, Otepka had de- 4. St
livered an adverse report on Wieland’s “suitability and enough
integrity.” Otepka told the senators: “I felt and I speci- to cover
N Setreoowu oy v -] fled each instance, that I thought there were questions, as a wl
. ok Lt L' ..~ x] serious questions of the man’s integrity, and I felt that In ar
s N AR wﬁ such questions, since they . . . did not relate to the issue  Tribun.
Dateline s em o . W°sh!',?£ as to whether or not he was disloyal . . . should be re-  “This 1
; - i S S mpmmeiwe—ied viewed and adjudicated under the Foreign Service regu-  my offic
The scandals that could blow the Kennedy Administrg lations of the Department of State.” they hs
ouf of the wuter',arg bging given the Alphonse-Gq Despite these recommendations, nothing in particular was stateme:
tredfﬁ‘nent .ioy a»sleep?n?g ﬁe'publican Party. The first cond done about Wieland’s security clearance until the subject present
Baker, until very recently the Secretary of the | was raised at President Kennedy’s press conference, January ~ orders 1
?%ﬁg M. Baker has been forced to rd 24, 1962. Kennedy stammered an indistinct approbation Consi
utidler pressure from Senator John J. Williams (R., Del.), of Wieland’s continued employment, and the following  field, it
took the view that prior association with Vice Presi da)f a State Department memo was dispatched indicating  spired |
Lyndon B. Johnson did not give a congressional empld Wicland was to be regarded as free and clear of security ~ obvioust
license to poach in the public domain. o shortcomings. Otepka co.mn}ented: “I don’t think I can of their
Mr. Baker's story is an inte&i'e"#ti'néiqhe. Starting out | defend the Department in its course.” ecutive
nothing ‘but the goodwill of the Democratic majority, ternal S
whom he ran errands and gathered political intelligd 0tepka also alleged that men of “questionable background”  prerogat
Hﬁe'parlayed his native talents into a neat $3.5 million otetipfed other important positions in the State Depart- hoped t
is accused in federal court of having received substa] MY, and that “cmo-gency clearances” were being used  policy b
fees from vending machine companies seeking franc tokeep persontiel in sensitive positions. Department higher- Therc
from contractors_doing defense work. But this was ps;” appeating 6 “challenge Otepka’s testimony, accused embracis
-1 enough, and Mr. Baker branched out on his own, heﬁ him of false.hOOd- The NE'W Frontiersmen claimed not to  Accordi:
to set yp a rival vending machine corporation which know anythmg about specific cases mentioned in Otepka’s %and ha:
prise, surprise) began to monopolize this very lucrative presentation to the Subcommittee. into the
ness. & e N Otel?ka was subsequently recalled am.i asked to substan-  accumul
Whéf has appalled the senators who looked int tlabte hl.S statements. He dl.d so, producing documents cor- the secu
Bal ‘e‘r_;‘d{ 1 its, ramlﬂCgEOﬁg For there is more inve] *° orating ]'“S previous tes.t“}”lfm}’, chapter and verse. These former
hon \;en; ";9 md"té: Ines o the iudicious use of senaf| PAPers carried not.es and initials by the same New Fron- petence
influencé;:fl"iiis‘s’r‘o‘:@?évﬁﬁdi be told until it has the san tlersme? who claimed never to have laid eyes on them. partmen
ofﬁprivilé&éfﬁut no one in the House or Senate is reat Otepl“:‘"} s mb“tt":‘l’ according to Subcommittee members,  differenc
spill. In fact, the Republican minority sat quietly whild Wﬂé ”}?n'dad' ] - a]lege(.“_v
legding Democratic senator cfter another expresse( aught dead to rights, the Kennedy officials assumed a  committ
go new tack. They could not now charge Otepka with lying—  troversy.
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